he hard Noor market has shown considerable growih
over the last few years., Ease of installation and
maintenance as well ds healih and environmental
issues are some of the driving factors, Natural-looking
products ane in fashion and hard Moors offer & wide vanety

of looks = both mutural and engineered = and price points.

Consumers today tim (o their local home improvement
retatlers (o solve their pérsonal NMooring needs instemd of
relying on specialiy stores, espectully since many retiaibers
mow offer installed sakes,

As the popularity of hard surfaces continues to surge, home
imiprovement retiulbers are gaining mirket shire in the Moonng
industry, Although specialty retailers stll have the higgest
market share, home improvement retailers

-

-
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and hailding cenires are
gakning groiimd. Horme
centres and building
miterials dealers ac- I'I
coginted for abous 173 |
per cent of ULS, retal
flzor covering sales in
20000, compared 1o 12,1
per cent in 992, Big
hoxes have become Lhe
leading Mooring retallens I'.

i lerms ol sales, And, wath "'_'.-.I
the new formals iley are |
mirodocing. that number will
undoubiedly comipue 1o grow

Opportunity For Profit
And Growth

As o matier of faci, big hoxes have
cxpailed the mirket by olTermig wide van-
eties of Noonng products al affordable
prices. Vel the large retnilers still have chal
bempes (o overooane. Smaller retailers hive
Ir|1|||||‘.4|-|:d whem ol comes b msklled sales

ol Moaring prodocis, alfenng better and
mare dependable serviee. Consistent, qual-
iy service is hand o achigeve Tor rethilers os
barge s thie big boses, Small relatlos ako
v the edge on personal service, with the
ahility 1o budld a relationship wiih the cus-
lemrieir, ' vich ine ludes G |!Iu'.'|.-||.;|1 seryice mnd
advice. There is sull room in the marker for
imade pensent retatlers o take hold and
develap o miche o atret MNooriag cus-
liwers

‘\

MNew Products And
Innovation

Truddivionally, hard sur-

e fage Moonng ks been the

chodce in Bpew constiuction

andl In situations where the
substrole permils,

Coeventional hasement (oo

ing chodees fell 1o carpet or

winyl tile becanse of cose of

iislallation and cost ellechive-

ness, It s simgly too much work

and foo expesive o install g sube-

fhspe For hardwood MNooring.

Toalay, there s a cost-elfecinee altermative
thest fs easy o kstall, secune, and s o sirong
05 i seblToor, A new Dao=Ty =T Fool sgquorne
ongue and groove G5B surface with a lom-
gl -,Il.lllpl.:'-l |1n|1|rl.|.'lh:. leme buisg croiles a
thermal break that aets s an nsulaor snd 2
harrier b skampness, The prostuct is Fight and
car be carmied dowin siabis and baio [Il:hl
bocations, 15 cun be ol o e with a table

—El oM |IHRFAOYEHENT
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spw gnd imterlocks lLIFl,'Ihl,'I with & ribbes
miallel and a blick of wood, Ie v half the

beight oF nsual bosement sibilises

The abr-gip ti the dmples allows the
coiierele o hrgaihe and dry, proglscing a
healilier living emvarammenl in the hase
muk. us well as protecting the Mloor cover-
ing. Snaall beaks can alao o Treely daoigh
the dimnphed polyeihy lene wity no damage w
the pancls or linkhies applicd overtop, Foly-
ethylens b= a high-slensity plastls ihat ks pin-
ul||.1;.'|.'||h' aml dogs not promode the Eronwil
ol tesild oo mildew became it is inaperme-
able v mir oot weater, Mol oy will mowld not
growe o this plastle, it ercales o harrier
between any nwsild or milklew on the doamp
coicrets unid the rooiid. The ele-gup alss g0ts
du pisnlat it keep floors amd rodms
warm

Ui ban the sprembiog of e domples, These
(hisis aam siappont moee han G000 poistids
e sojuarne fowd = moch url.lllp.:'r1l‘1.|r:1l‘w IHW
el recuinemicnts of ise wilthin o home

Thas proadisct cneabeés o ensy sell- i o
Hteire ssles i bamdnale Nooring amnl s,
as wiell us higher cnd prosbucts, susclas lianl-
wiwnl, for (he busemenl. Consuaimers can cas-
ily insiall this prodect themselves,
climinating the cost of rsallsl sakes ser-
vice. Leveling Kits will ensure an even oo,
lree ol mamor srregolariies

Underlayment

The menulssuning sechor hins nespomibod
io the increased inferest in the Moswring
melasiry with pew umberlaymen praoslhics
Linek] noww, micesd comamsems huove ased Flmui
ischm. wile s gl yveeind sl foan plywoood as
ului.'l:lugmh:ul These prislucts are T )]
wivie s tenelerlayment b, because they wene

mil designed as
: such, luve some
dirnwhocks

Marfjuwi 2001

w ety e T this puerpaose,

Becaime plywood = h}mﬁ], 1 his kaicits,
worevoids ik gaps in the wond ), clescks,
amd splits, These éan be problemotic with
wertain Moor coverings sih as vinyl. 1
ORI SbEpIS 1he gap wilh @ hagh heel.
oF movies @ chabr eg over the weik spod, il
inay go rIFIII II|r|.-|.||.'I1 o Beve am mclemabim
andd ibamage the Moo

Loz plywossd ix miore gimifom, vel 1t hos
ils shisreesithiegs tony, Liin wiis ociginally
ahesapnl as F|1'||'|||:'EI||||.'1 bl sovmiew hwere .;|hr|1|:
ithi line. someone disoovensd it would work
as Mowsring hacking, Hesaever, lopn has mat-
ural elemsenis thal may cause becd-thmmigh
in ihe Noar ..'n.m.'rin.j;

Wi wipgrading o hornse with cupensive
floor covenings., it only makes sense 1o o
an apgeroprinle anderlaymen product Vi
v i mleide] Tor that r.|||r|'h.1q_-_'|'|'||rn-m Jif-
Fenctil prisbicts avallibde inelidiig s
maele Trom wossld, weiod bre, recyeled
tcw s il il gy preani,

Thesé varieties conse b differein gual-
iy levels and prices o suil all badges.
The woid and newsprint wmberliyments
ane i Gcnered Trom handwomd veneers
and have an exterior phenalic adhesive o
proluce o panel with o tough three-ply
copstruction msl 4 sollkl core, These pan-
els wre available o foar-by-four fool
side to make it easier Tor the DIYeér 1o
iransport and manipolate, The gypsiom
hsmand imalerlayment s very user fricndly
lowr DM Yers, since 11 cun be sgored amnd
aniapped i sizg

Floating Floors

Although Moateg Moo (ko K as
glueless laminate Nooring b have been
arvund for decades, their populority has
seen i huge increase over the last few years.
Thene we many different sivles of Moating
(lowrs, bt thee Mosdwiood ook seems to b
ihe ot popalar. Floating Moors affer the
mastura] wormily and ksok of wood or cork or
a vmety of sivles., withisg the hassles pasn-
ehated with typacal Miwiring installation, Mo

beavy Mooring albssives or neils are neg-
eusary with most varieties = they just
click inta place (some dio réquire
ghieh, Floatmng foors can be lod
o bop ol existing Moors and
i il a |1|.':III|._l.- gl irusinaeni
hecusise they don't trap dust or

Mlsaring offers the loak of a
WOTE O Il'“""“F' ol a
imiaeh b cost, They sell uny'-

ﬁ' HOME IHFRADVEMENT

ather allergens, This 1yvpe of
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where from 85 cends 1o 56 per sipiare oo,
Up=sells include matching monldings
and poly fam underdayment pads,

Laminate

Laminaie Msoring prowides the realistic
ook off woosd, tile, and stome, Bt offen @l o
lower cuost,

I coimes im slripes, '|'l]|:|.l1|\.‘lh, OF sgjunres and
almesi ey wood, e, or shoae look is avail-
able, Phis, uniasial oF ‘ullra-dmmatic’ looks
— stich s teak, bamboo, and apple wioosd
which are typically oat of most homeown-
er’ bodpet mange - ore easy 10 achbeyve and
msre afloednble,

Laminaie Noors ane extremely durable,
They are highly resistant to scraiches,
dents and LIIILg'\. o well s Lo molsiune il
stains. Althosigh nod waterproof, they are
more fesistant 1o wler damage than tradi-
tisnal wood loors, Most manufaciurers
guaramies the surface will not fade oF wear
through,

Stundard glue system laminpte Noors
should be imstalled professionally,

Bamboo And Cork

There 1+ a tew interned -.urging i iy
basin nd cork Moors. Banvboo has been wsed
in constroction for thopsands of years,
Botanically, it s actually o grass, nol
wonsl, However, it is sitmcinve as o building
material becaiise i is very hand, siroag, amd
dimensiomnlly stable,

As weell, i has real eavironmental audvan-
tnges over wodd, [Ematwres in three penrs,
regenerabes witlsmit mecd for replanting, amsd
rexpuires minimal fertilization or pesticides,

As n building materinl, in olso provides
for w healthy indoor gavimiment sinee it is
free of volatile organie comperinds and
wrea-formaldehyde.

Fow bamibaon |'||:r|:|rmlg, the lsallow o
shiots are slicgd inte strips, which are
bailed 1o remove the starch. The strips are
then dried and laminoted o selid boards,
shich are then milled into stundard sirip
Mooring profiles

Basically, i comes in bwo colours, light
anid dark amber,

It can be installed usiag typlcal ook or
techmigses and i= generally gupranteed for
up ko 25 vears,

Cork fMooring is wsed in some of the
wiorkd's most disteiguiched balldings, where
silenee anill dignity must be preserved. The
Bratish Parfimmend, the LS. Senade Oifice
Bieillding. the Library of Congress, amd the
!|1n}11{'li:n||.' all have oonk Maoors. I Framoe,
building codes reguire a laver of cork under
all apartmend howasg Moors o absorb fiolse
ated shock rramsmission

Coark ¥ the outer hark of the cork oalk tree
grown in Spabin, Portugal, Moroceo, and
Frunce

Motarul cork Nooring is avallablbe kn vari-
s colimirs, densitics, and finishes and pro-
vides a surlace rich i textune and colour, As
well, its matural resilbence — prowvided by the
more than two millkon akr filled cells i
every cubig inch of cork - makes it an
extreniely comfortable floor.

Sinve cork does ol i, these Moors ney
lasd many decades in any climahe ¢onga-
L,

I i nluo pesistoni 10 the ransfer of heal.
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Ii feels warm in winter because i rellecis
back body leat to the feel ol the person
walking on il amd in sammer il remains eool
Parcaiiing vl aluse= il slowe saimimer liesl

As owell, 1 ddoes ot alreorh diest and thos
cannol become o haome for dust thiad can
cuise albergies.

Wood Tiles

There 15 an aliernative 10 ceramic Liles
thiat fx ey For I Yers o dmaall. Moo need los
aowebsaw gl biles wen't be wssted by chip-
g or brcaking. Alseo, the fuel prodoc
fech much warmer than ceramic snd has the
s Jowak !

Comnainimers anid buyers ane shewving grost

interest im wookl 1iles. The praducn has
appcared at trmdeshows and o mo parines,
anel distribabors sy that requests dne modm
imp st

Wil thles are made from 100 per cem
harbwood asimg Lignasil. o trsdemorked
icchnology that produces in wlira-high
densily. engineercid composiie mtierinl
firoom wionsl, This eivirommcnilly respoing
ble prosluct is installed winth an sildbesive
iEstend o mortar, amd con be cul wilh a pg
saw or tllesaw. The iles have o sirong
uncthaie coating wnd can be finiled wiili
regular sand growt in the sanse munner os
cermne ks,

Marl|Juwe 200713

Vinyl

Wiyl b= the most versatile Mooring
option meaklubde,

Wiih hambreds o siyhes amil eolours, it is
alsi pevced B sl any bidset

The majonty of viayl Mooes have w phee-
tograpliie nage thiat is peimed on the mate-
rinl und ks protecied by o wdur layer, There is
anad her pyp wlhach ks baill froe ihe backing
up and imvedves the Bnvering of vinyl colour
gramules through hand-cur stencils, The
resull i & handerafied look

Advamages of vanyl Doors inclode cose
o care gnad oleaning ol wear-resisiaibee
which makes them appropriste for amy moom
in & home. As well, they"re
resilient. They “give” when vou
walk om them. ereatkng a sofl,
commlforiabde Teel omberfon
Wiyl tiles hive am advaniage
mver Lhe shewls o il |]||.-:. TN
e replaced casily W damaged,

The downsades of vinyl ar
thit i1 can tear of dent anil,
depending on the quality of
prosluct, wear aver e,

I Bewmms ol sl Do, dile ks
simplhe 1o pstall, especially the
peel-and-stick variely, With o
tape measure, penell. chalk
limiz, ruler, and widlny kmile,
handy homeowners can save

ihemselves

heowee whaoe o homad ' oo nd
the home may consider in-
sialling sheel vinyl foors therm-
Some manilaciuners
tdTer guaraniced installation
Kins, 07 i dhi-f0- o e naakes
o meslake in SEPTAE O o,
ey can reiurm e Mooring (o
the: retaiber aml receinve eplasemients Tree o
charge

For thawse caslomers whio are s s of
il whmlity b dov ibe b, BB betler 1o nee-
el thiat o pr||1|,'n.-u.||.|||i|| handle ihe
inskullatiom

sElves

Linoleum

Clenuine lnalewm is the orginal shee
i'Imlri:n;l,' mpderiil, I wis Tirs [\,||:|,'I1I|.!|;| h:.
Englshman Frodenck Walion i PRGBS

1|.III|1'||.||_'h SEHIIE |1r:|plc still call all
sheel Mogrs “laoleibn,” the redl thing i
dilerent from the vimyl Mosors tha grdo-

.

H o MHE

ally repliced them o century later. s
name denves from the main ingredient,
linseed ofl, The ail is boiled, mised with
melied resins, and ¢ombindd with pow-

| dered cork, wood flour, resins, ground

rvncy s tckling thear tile job |

IHMPROVYEMENT

limestone. and other natral materials,
Mimeral pigments provide the cologr. This
mixtiine is formeed inbo o heet by applying
heot amd pressore,

Today. penuine linolewm s manuioe-
tared awily 10 Enrope amd 1= imporied imibo
Morth Americn.

Revently, i has enjoved @ resirpence i
populanty among bomeswners becunse of
ils notural look and physical properties
Geniime Heolaim is quinet aid oomfortable
underfond and commns no synthene chenii-
cals: The anti-simbe surfsce nepocts dist amd
mokes it ichenl for rooms with electronic
cyjuipunenl

Crenuine linolgum 1% extremely long-
wearing aid somie hove observed tat i
sctually pets stronger with age s the linseesl
ol oxadiaes

Hiwever., it does regiine more cane than
virgl, The limilenim sarfoee b5 Ao porous
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Fin g firnita pllfll.ll.ar spRCacs
suich as oak and maple 1o the
e exolic cherry, merbii,
pecan, and other specialty
wisds. Mosl are available in
several prodes inoa wisle mnge
of prices. Woods styles come
im strips, planks, or pangueet
tiles with sgiane, mecno, ond
beveled edges. A wide mnge
ol staps are avialable and the
Timish can be urethane or wix,

Hardwoosl Tlodsrs conm e
made of “Selid" woeod,

whagh s ninlled from ane paece of

wiodsl, OIF, 1l ean be "Engineeral’ woosl
which consists of three or more layers in
o eross-ply constraction. Solid wood is

sy 1wt be protected with & high-gualiy |
polish to prevent spills or din from penetrit-
g aiil ST the s fice.

As weell, euistosners shoald be wamed
thit Finolewm Moors “hloom,” when
exposed to light they tum o their
tre calour, Conversely, loor
argas which ore not exposed 1o
light may have a vellowish
casl due o the oxidation of
the linseed oil. Bul, this
condition s only lempormry
Chiice I."LP-I!".I:'II (5 ||l::'|'|.lr the
:.\:ll.im‘my dluppﬂun and the
Mo ‘Bloons’ agoain

In the "3l and “dids,
lknodewim come i a gread
variety of designs; many
embossed o resemble
oiher types of Moorings
sirch as eeramic, slate.
and markle. T|:||J||:|."u.
linoleum visuals offer averall
effects that provide a more neutral
hackgroumd for decorting.

Professional insiallption i recom-
mended for all linodeam: floors. As well,
limioleum shamild e be insialled over cone | 1:1'.'II|.'|::1.|.|_I| wsed whai |rl-~|lu|h'll-g OVER &
erete Moors below grade aml is mol recom- | woogd subfloor while enginecred womd is
mended for use in hathrooms, used when the Moor

is installed in
Hardwood

basemenis or
over slab con-
crete where the hand-
Addvancements in style, dumbility, caré. | wood (loor needs 1o
and malntenance hove made hordwood | sibere b the subiflosss.
foors usable throughout the home, wath the Modern protective finishes
eaception of the hathroom due 10 potential | have helped make wood Moor-
muoisture problems. ing more practical than ever
Adigl, the et remalns, handwood Moors | prethane Boishes are e st
are the most popular Mooring material. | popular today because their
partly becouse they can sdd vabue 1o o home. .
As 3 resull, there are hundreds of choices
i style and colour with oday’s opiions

uliraviolet light-cured Mnish
allows for easier maintenange
and longesaty.

——Homi IlAEFROYIMINT RITAILING *‘
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SuHL, bewsaiise of the nabune of e maler-
1al, wiood is suscepiible b scraiches, dents,
and dimgs from high beels and household
necidents.

Depending on the type ol wood Moo, the
size of the job, and hiw handy the home-
owner is, they may be able 1o do the job
themse|ves, A do-it-yourselfer can probably
hamdle o Gctory-Anshed Noor i a small o
micdium-sized room. For bigger, more
imvedved progects, 11 woaild be worthwhile o
Benve it 8o o professional

Home homeowners may be oitrocted o
unfinished woogd fooes because they appear.
dependiiig o the grade and coboiir, to be
less expensive 1o purchase. However. they
ollbem mqui:m il ['nl[r'nmn.al iastidler amd the
finish may moi last os long and need io be
recoated every five 10 seven years

Much To Offer

Mever before hive retablers had so
much to affer to their customers,
There are flooring prodocts 1o (i

every hodgel and every tasie,
And even those wha ane
environmentally conscious,
both for the sake of the
plaonet of their own healh,
have Mooring products to
chisose from,

The diversity of producis
even extendy 1o ihe insdalla-
tion with floor materials
that can be mslalled by
those starting their own
e improsvement et
for the first time.

11 becomcs absoluiely
impaertunt, therefore. that the

retailer anternpt to assess the needs of the
individaal customer in terms of what they
wand o qh,.-nd, whad |h¢:|.' waml 1o the Noor
tes look likie, and even the uwse of the foom
whach is getting a new foor, (s
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